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Philomathes, Polymathes. 


; SFLINY Ave you, Polymathes, You 

SNL; Are #way CF 10 your Books 
*Kak What have you there ? 
bz Pol. A ney Tract, entitu- 
led, 4A modef? Reply to a mo= 
deſt Plea, of three theers. But 
multa pautis, Heres much 1n little : enough mee 
thinks to incline people £o more fayour towards 
Miniſters and Vniverſities; and to take of 
their edge againſt them both. For indeed both 
muſt either ſtand or fall together, 

Phil. Have you ſeen the Plea it ſelf? 

Pol. Yes, yes, and read part of ir, about the 
Clergy and the Vnivyerlities, and 1 believe it had 
been largely anſwered before this by ſome of 
our learned men, bur that they remember what 
Tacitus ſaid cf Reproaches ſpreta exoleſcunt , they 
dye quickly, If they be deſpiſed. 

Phil. Bur ſuch kind of Pamphlets are very 
greedily read now adayes ; and therefore it ſeems 
fit they hould be anſwered, at leaſt in a ſuccinct 
civil magncr, 4is good to own the Trath pub= 
| hkely 
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likely upon all occaſions, and ſpeak it boldly in 


oppoſition to ſach ſeducers. 

Pol. *Twas not ill done, whoſocyer gave this 
pious ſuffrage to a righteous Cauſe. Take the 
Anfiyer- with you and peruſe it at your lei- 
ſure, Now lets walk and diſcourſe of other mat- 
rers, 

Phil. Theſe are fair and pleaſant walks belong- 
iog to your Colledge, 

Pol. There are as good in divers other Col- 
ledges. Our Founders have not obly provided for 
our neceſſities, but ofir delight too, And tru- 
Iy I know not whether our Walks be more de- 
Iightfull, or more prefitable. For here we pre- 
ſerye our health by exercifing the body , and 
improve our learning by Scholer-like Conferen- 
CCS, 

Phil. Pelices uimium | O Polymathes | May 
Scholars eyer enjoy this happineſſe, and be ever 
thankfullfor it. For my part,fince I came to Ox- 
ford, I think my ſelf in the ſweeteſt place of the 
world. And the more, becauſe of the excellenc 
Sermons I ſo often heat: 

Pol, I am glad you value them, Andrruly, 
eyen our young Divines,maPy of them,come off 
fingularly well. But this Worning I obſerved you 
ar St. Mayies taking notes very earneſtly from the 
good Doctor there. 

Phils That Dodtor 1 bave beard my Father 
commend for his piety, learning, induſtty and 
modeſty, and he would fay, never any Piofeſ- 
ſour of his age, equal to him in all tele, fd the 
Chair, Pol, 
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Pol. Right! But Phylomathes, do not you here« 

afrer,as ſome cf our young Graduates do, run 

abroad with yeur Notes taken at St. Maries;and 
reach them in the Country, 

Phil. Sir, my Father , who bath charged me to 

ather Notes and give bim accouat , will never 
Foffer me to thruſt my ſelf into that holy Office, 
bur ( if God art length make me capable of ir } 
enter upon it in an orderly way. 4 

Pol. Well! Bur let vs leave this, and talk a lir< 
tle of our humane ſtudies and police literature, 
wit hout which. whoſoever offers at preaching, 
goes abour ſacred work ! otis manibus. 

Phil. | thall be glad ro hear you diſcourſe of 
polite Learning. ror 1 was adviſed by my Tutor 
ro get into your company, as oft as I could, ro 
that end : wherefore pray oblige me,who con- 
feſs I have lirtle skil, but {thank God) ayery 
200d affection thereunto. 

Pol. Love, you know, conquers all things. It 
canvrot be expected from one of 14. out of the 
Conatry, to come as well furnitht, as they thar 
arc fent from your gteat Schools, and at about 
18, are firſt admitted in the Vnivyerſfity, as I was, 
But, it hath been obſerved , that ſome of us ; 
though we come rich in learning from the 
Grammar SChool;prove but mean fetjows in the 
Schools of Philotophy : whether jr be, becauſe 
in confidence and pride of our forwardneſſs 
above orhers, we neglect our ſtudies here , ot 
becauſe our fine Poetry and Oratory ſteals us 
away from the more rough and crabbed ſtudy of 
Logick, A A Phd, 
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Phil. You are pleag?dto ſay ſo, but I am ſure 
you haye no realon to ſpeak this of your ſelf. For 
1 fee jn what eſteem you are, not onely for your 
polite and criticall learning, bat for your exact- 
nefſe an1 fubrilty in all diſputations. Neither 
can Iconceive, but that the beſt Grammarians 
will prove the belt Logicians ; I mean not in the 
Sophiſtical barbarous way : | bur ( as my 
Tutour hath rold me) in the way of Ariftorle and 
the Ancient Interpretors of him. And I have been 
rold, that his Poetry & Rhetorick, are none of the 
worſt Books of Ar:i#atle himſelf, that grand Lo- 
gician and Philoſopher. As for me, I am, this 
my firſt year, to let Logick alone, and employ 
my time in Clafſick Authors, Greek & Lartine, 
with a little mixcure of Arithmerick and Geo- 
metry, and the uſe of the Globe, and a little of 
Mubick, both yocal and inſtrumental. Bur next 
year , haye at your Logick , and your fic fr0- 
bo» 

Pol. Very good : And L[ pray you what Au- 
thonrs are you- now upon for your Latine 
Tonoue 2 

Fhil. At preſent, I am reading over Phill;p Me. 
latih-us Epiſtles, and Seneca's, For my Tutor 
tells me, 1 muſt ſo honour the Ancient Wrt- 
ters; as notto neglect thole of latter times. 

Pol. 1 expected rather you would have men- 
tioned Cicero : bur indeed Melanththow may well 
be commended to you and to all Students : a 
Man that was v3 the laſt age the great Reltorer of 
Leaining 1n Germany; ini{omuch that 1 bave 
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ſeen him tiled in the Title-leaf of ſonie of bis 
Books , pr - ceptor torius Germanise. And beſides 
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his learning, be was amanof a moſt mild and 
ſweet temper,and one that will make his Readers 
ſuch. 

Phil. His Epiſtles are plain and eaſie for me : 
in ſuch a low ſtyle as be loved ro write, though 
he was ſo great a Maſter of all Learning, con- 
deſcending, I think, on purpoſe to the Jower ca- 
paciries of ſuch as lam. And as the ſtyle, ſo 
the matter of them is vety agreeable to a young 
Student. Cicero's Epiſtles are fitter for a Srate(- 
mans reading, fome ſay, than for a raw Scho- 
ar, being written to great perſons ( meP of 
them } abour State- Aﬀairs. Burt Melanchihens's 
are moſt about the Common- wealth of Learn- 
Inge 

Pot, I muſt profeſs my ſelf much delighted 
with the Epiſtles of Melarchitkon, Polnian, Een 
raſmus, and after them of Scal;ger, Caſauboy, Lip- 
fins, Sarravins, Grotius, Which are the' famihar 
Conferences of theſe Learned men abour books | 
and ſtudies; and you will find a great deal of | 
pleaſure and profit im thoſe Books : eſpecially 
you will get a good judgement in the affaires of 
Learning and knowledge of good Authors. Aur 
ro return tO Cicero, his Epiſtles arc uſually read by 
young Scholars for the Reman Language (where- 
of he 15 the moſt ablolure patrern ) and tor the 
words rather than the matter. . And as I re- | 
member, Cameraxins, in the Preface to his Editi« 
on of thole Epiſtles, ſpeaks of a friend of his | 
much 
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much admir'd for his fluency and pugity of the 
Latine tougue, who ſaid, He owed whatſoever 
faculty he had in ſpeaking good Latinc, to his 
frequent reading over of that Book. And I 
wonder our ſenior Scholars do ſo depreciate 
that, and the other works of this renowned Ro- 
-an Conſul, that had (as one ſanh of bim } 
Inzenium par Imperio Romano, 


Phil. Batto return to my Melanchrbon, I muſt 
profels to you, 1am excecdingly taken, as with 
the fimplicity of his ſtyle , fo more eſpecially, 
with his afſiduous diligence in advancing of lear- 
ning, avd commending of poor Scholars to Wor- 
thy Patrons and BenefaCtors, 

Pol. lr is allo obſervable in him ( which I 
mention with a reflection upon our own times ) 
the compaſſionate regard he had to the Aﬀicti- 
ons of th= Church in thoſe dayes, and the Con- 
ſolations and pious Counlels ad cadeavours of 
peace, that render thoſe Epiſtles the more preci- 
ous and dear unto us. Burt methinks Sexeca 1$ 
not An Author proper for you, being our Maſter 
Qruintilan hath banitht him our of the School of 
Eloquence, 

Phil, Senzca is not commended to me for his 
ſtyle or eloquence (I have beard he is of a kind 
of inimitable Eloquence, unleſſe one haye the 
wit of Lipſizes) bur for his matter, among all 
humane Authors he hath the preheminence for 
precepts of moral vertue- In which reſpect his 
Scholar and good friend Inftus Lipſins ay 

Tt 
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him with the Title of R:manus ſapiers \, the wiſe 
man of Reme, and truly , 1 think, far aboye all 
the ſeven of Greece that are fo much ralked of. 

Po/. From him indeed you may gather excel» 
lent acute ſentences to adorn your Themes and 
Declamartions with , as with bright Gemms *: 
and (which is athipg of farre greater benctir ) 
from him you may lay up in memory moſt uſe- 
full preceprs for the ordering of your paſſions , 
and for the government of your life , that nei- 
ther proſperity may deceive you by her ſmiles,nor 
adyerſity dejeRt you by her frowns. Bur for ſtyle 
and for words, both tor choice and compolie, 
ſure you were beſt ro apply your ſelf ro Crero, 
remembring that of the giear Maſter Quimiiltan, 
Is ſe profeſſe ſciat , cui Cicero placere cepit. Tis a 
good argument of proficiency,to be in loye with 
Cicero. 

Phil, My Father bath planted in me berimes a 
love and'reſpect for Cicero, above all Roman Au- 
thors : bur / fin dhe1s too wiſe ard top weig he 
ty yet for my childhood , and I am glad he ts 
reſerved for my riper years. I am far trom the 
Opinion of ſome of my Companions here, wha, 
becauſe they read Tullzes Offices, ec. at School, 
thinks the Author below them , when thcy- are 
promored to the Vniverſity, 

Pol. Tis a commcn errour, that, in our Aca- 
demicks, and of yery il] conſequence. Thar 
book de Officiis, was written by Cuero to his Son 
at Athens, the moſt famous Vniverfity, and there- 


fore thould ſcem moſt proper for us here. And 
lurcly 
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ſurely, it 15 ſo much prized by wife men, that /ag 
I have ſomewhere read ) the greateſt Counſellonr 
of 2. Eliz.always carried it 1n his boſom , as a 
Countlellour tro him. Our Doctor Humphrey , a 
man that kneiy well how ro judge of Books, hath 
given this Elogy of the 4urhor in his De Nobil;- 
rate 2 Ciceronts officia nunquam de manibus depoiienda, 
er quicqui4 Divmns ile wir ſcripſerit penitus evol- 
venaum. Theſe are his ve:y words, as far I can 
remember. And you may ſee a notable paſſage 
of Anarerns Drettthius, a man of great Note 1n 
Thin); Elogies. Tan'ns Tulliane elaquentie ſue 
adm'rator frye ſcttator fuut, ut totum Ciccronem ter 
propria manu aeſcripſerit, | 

Phil, I thank you for this noble commenda- 
tion of Ti'y , and 1 thail not be unmindfull of 
17. Bur what adyue will you give mem the rea- 
diny of him ? 

Pol. Yoar Tutor will beſt adyiſe you 2: yer will 
I rellyou the opinion of Mr, A{cham , one that 
was Reader tro Ou. Eliz. inthe Greek and Latin 
Tongue ; who high extollerh double Tranfla- 
tion  andgives an example oft a yong Gentle- 
man he taught at Courr, 1n a thort time to write 
e004 Latin, by being exerciſed, in tranſlating 
Tully de Amicuia, firſtinto Engliih, and then, the 
Latin Book being laid afide, again into Latin. 
This excrcife will bring you, faith he, to a good 
choice of words, and to a righe compoſition of 
rhem. In which two coaliſteth Larin elegance. 
You wi'l not repent of reading over the whole 
Book, when you can Meet With tt, _ 
Pnit, 
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Phil, I think, I have it in wy ftady , bur It 
bath bitherro been neglected; 1 will upon your 
commendation read it diligently. But 1 wuſt 
tell you of one Author more, that is my Fade 
mecum for the Latin Tongue , and that is old 
Terence. 

Pol. You have named the Prince of Latin E- 
legance : one thar 1s depreciated too, and little 
read by many of us, becauſe he is torn by chil- 
dren at the Grammar School, Burt indeed Te- 
rence is fit for men. Yea , and he muſt be a 
17 man; that can diſcern all the beauties 1n 

im. 

Phil, My Tutor lately ſhewed me the Book 
you aow cited, Thuan's E logies of learned men, how 
marvellouſly and eminent, Ind along experien- 
ced Maſter was affected to Terence, namely Jo- 
b annes Riwvins, of whom he ſaith , he was Latin * 
lmgue ex Terenwn procipue fabulis, quas 6&7 notis il- 
Inflravit, hauriende ex addiſcende ſus autor e borta* 
tor aſſiauus. And in Heniſius Epiſtle before his near 
Edition of Terence', That the incomparable 10» 
ſepb Scaliger, even in his old age, bad Terevee often 
in his bands, and read him then, when he knew 
almoſt all things, with greater delight than 
cyecr, 

Pol. The truth is , your Criticks do not only 
praile the Book for eloquence and propriety - of 
the Latin ( being ſuch as the Gentry of Romy 
then uſed ) but for the manners and humours gf 
{everal forts of perſons there repreſented, Th 
look upon it as ſpeculum wit communis And 


tor 
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for this reaſon coo , that you may acquaint your 
ſelf with the a2anners and faſhions of the world 


{wichour going our of your ſtudy) tis not amils, 


if you {ometimes recreate your ſelf with ſome 
of our Englith Comedies , not inferiour to the 
Ancient, bur only 1n time, 

Phil, T have no acquaintance with them yer, 
bur I eafily believe there 1s good uſe of them in 
both reſpects , to polith the Englith Tongue , 
and thew the wayes of Vertue and Vice. What 
Writers in this kind will you commend unto 
me ? 

Pol. O T couldtalk a whole aday to you of 
learned 1ob»yſon, ingenuous Fletcher, (ſmooth Ran- 
- dolph, Divine Cartwright : but hark ! che Bell cals ro 
the Schools, and & atm ro be examined ro day 
for my degree of Batchelor, which I am to take 
next Lent, We muſt adjourn till next week : for 
once a week TI hall be glad of your Company, to 
confer with you. Pray, fail nor. 

Phil. I cannot- receive a greater fayour from 
you. [ ſhall gladly wait on you, being aſſured 
thall ſtill return DoBior e7 melor- Thole ſtrict 
Examinations by your Regent Maſters 1 have 
heard of, and it will make me follow my ſtudy 
the more diligently, that I may attain to the ho- 
nour of a Degree in due time. Bur pray, in what 
are you examined ? 

Pol. In all che liberal Arts, And if the like 
Examination were uſed before your new Prea- 
chers be ſaffered ro climb the Palpit, the Coun- 
try would not be fo pelter'd with them,nor Reli- 
#100 ſo dilgrac'd. 4 Phit, 
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+ Pail, we fee what is the want of Church- 
Government. If Schools have need of good 
Diſcipline, hath not the Church too? And if 
one cannot be a Batchelor of Arts withour ſo 
much preparation and examination, jhall any 
one preſume to be a Preacher of Gods Word 
withour being firſt prepared,tryed and approved 
duly, by choſe ro whom rhis care properly be- 
longs. 

Pol. Tiseaficr to complain than redreſs. Bur 
I muſt away. Adieu. 

Phjl. I will uot detain you, You nre for the 
Schools, and 1am for my Study. Next week, 
you ſay , I ſhall again be happy in your further 
Conference. 


